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Abstract
This paper addresses the issue of socioeconomic integration of forced

return migrants, focusing on the Maghreb countries. Starting from the hy-
pothesis that the return has to be prepared, we test whether a disruption in
the migration cycle (such as deportation) increases the individual’s vulner-
ability and affects his integration from both a structural and sociocultural
point of view, using the 2006 MIREM survey. We find that forced returnees
are more vulnerable to negative labour market outcomes compared to vol-
untary returnees. The absence of forced returnees from the labour market,
or their underperformances, creates a net loss for the origin country and
also incentives to re-migrate. The negative effect is statistically significant
not only immediately after return, but also in the long run, at survey time.
Forced return is also significantly and negatively correlated with sociocul-
tural integration, reflecting a marginalization of deported migrants in their
home environment, which may act as a re-emigration incentive.

Keywords: Return migration, forced migration, labour market, socioeconomic inte-
gration, Maghreb.
JEL codes: F22, J24, O15, Z13

∗Université Paris Dauphine, LEDa-DIAL, IRD. Email: david@dial.prd.fr. I am sincerely thankful to
my advisor Philippe De Vreyer, for his guidance and support. This paper has greatly benefited from
comments by Jean-Philippe Dedieu, Fréderic Docquier, Flore Gubert, Tom Ivlevs, Mohamed Ali
Marouani, Marion Mercier, Alice Mesnard, Ewa Moraska, Christophe J. Nordman, Laure Pasquier
Doumer, Anne-Sophie Robillard, François Roubaud and Claire Zanuso for their very helpful com-
ments. I also thank the participants to the THEMIS conference and to the second DIAL Development
Conference for useful discussions.

1


	Introduction
	A brief literature review
	Forced return migrants
	Data and descriptive statistics
	Characteristics of deported migrants

	Labour market integration
	Sociocultural integration
	Robustness checks
	Propensity score matching
	Inconstant migrants

	Conclusion
	Bibliography
	Tables and figures

